
SSMS PTA Minutes September 12, 2017 

Meeting began at 7:37 

Welcome: (Emma Travers)- Emma welcomed everyone to the new school year and 

thanked all for attending. Being involved in the PTA and attending meetings is a great 
way to get access to a lot of information and have questions answered. There is an 
online PTA presence as well.  Visit the PTA site on the RVC Schools page. Also, join the 
SSMS PTA Facebook page. 

Board of Education: (Liz Dion and Tara Hackett) Liz and Tara welcomed everyone and 
thanked all for their support. The role of board was explained.  It is comprised of 5 
volunteer members whose job it is to set policy and create a budget. They meet 2 times 
a month. They encouraged all to attend the meetings and to download the app to stay 
informed. People can email them or call directly in order to ask questions and bring 
issues to them. 

Motion to Accept May Minutes: Made by Kara Spinelli, seconded by Marianna Bracco. 
Unanimously approved. 

Introduction of SSMS PTA Executive Committee- (Emma Travers) Co presidents- 
Emma Travers and Irma Altman; VP Fundraising- Josie Milano and Christine Verveniotis; 
VP Membership- Stefanie Giangregorio; VP Communications-Anita Meehan; Treasurer- 
Faith Varley; Recording Secretary- Pegi Connors; Corresponding Secretary- Marie 
Eckrich; Delegates to Council- Michelle Sewell and Maria Yarris; Alternate Delegate- 
Alanna Bender; SEP Representative- Kelly Lynch; Advisors- Shelagh McGinn and Marie 
Eckrich  

Vote to Add Christine Verveniotis as VP of Fundraising- (Emma Travers) Motion to 

add Christine Verveniotis was made by Maria Yarris, seconded by Alanna Bender. 
Unanimously approved. 

Treasurer's Report- (Faith Varley) Banking is done at Citibank. A copy of the budget is 
on the SSMA PTA page. The current balance is $8462.66.  

Vote on Budget- Motion to accept the budget made by Stefanie Giangregorio, seconded 
by Marianna Bracco. Unanimously approved. 

Committee Updates-  

 Dave and Buster’s- (Irma Altman). The sixth grade event was a big success. 

Kids had a great time and they would like to do again next year.  Irma suggested 
forming a committee with 5 members in order to help it run smoothly. 

 Fall Fundraiser -(Josie Milano and Christine Verveniotis) They asked for 
volunteers to be on the committee and help any way they can. It is a lot of fun 
and a great way to meet people. It is a 2-month commitment. The event will take 
place on Friday, 9/27. Invitations went home in the mail. The theme is "Let’s 
Misbehave." It will be at the parish center, unlimited beer and wine, catered by 
The Flour Shoppe, and the band is Behind Closed Doors. They especially need 
help with solicitations. They will provide a list of vendors who have contributed in 
the past. Most are willing to donate. The person who gets the most solicitations 
will get a free ticket. Q- Is the event for men and women? A- Yes, men are 
encouraged to attend. 

 Membership- (Stefanie Giangregorio) If you have not already signed up for the 
PTA please do so. Please print your information clearly. Students can drop the 
forms and payment in the PTA mailbox in the office. 224 people have signed up 
as of 9/12. 53 teachers joined last year; hoping for a few more this year. Stefanie 
shared that school directory only goes to PTA members. 

 Picture Day- (Emma Travers) Picture day is in 9/26 and 9/27. Please sign up to 
help. Students bring the order forms on the day their pictures are taken. Pictures 



are taken in the gym during PE class. Q- If you have 3 or more children is the 3rd 
one free? A-Yes, they are. Make a note on the envelope. 

Q- When do students receive their student ID's? A-They will receive them at the 
end of September. 

Apparel- (Alanna Bender) Committee is made up of Alanna Bender, Ilysia 
Piscatelli and Jen Demos. Clothing was available at the meeting. More will be sold 
at Back to School night. Supply is limited, so buy when you see it. Email Alanna at 
benderalanna@gmail.com with requests. They take cash and checks. Magnets 
are available. Please take and use the Modell’s coupon. The money raised goes 
to support PTA activities. 

President's Report- (Emma Travers and Irma Altman) PTA has been busy over the 

summer getting ready for the school year. Thanks to Trisha Ganley for organizing the 6th 
grade orientation. Dr. Johnson's contract has been extended for 2 years. It will be 
discussed at the September 19th Board of Education meeting. Emma asked for a 
volunteer to help with the Reflections Committee. The theme this year is Within Reach. 
The PTA was represented at the West End Day Street fair. This was a great experience. 
They would suggest going again next year in order to continue to branch out into the 
community. Box Tops are still being collected. Students can drop them in the box in the 
lobby or drop them at Alanna Bender's house- 28 Voorhis.  

New Business- no new business discussed 

I- Pad Information- (Jen Pascarella) See hand out that is on the SSMS page. The 
information serves as a cheat sheet on how to monitor and manage assignments and 
grades. Some additional points that were made: 

- Students are coming in very well equipped and knowledgeable.  If a child has a 
question about using the I-Pad they should go to extra help and ask their teacher 
for help. 

- Teachers will go over how they use the I-Pad at Back to School Night. 

- Have your child sit down with you and explain everything so that you are able to 
understand.    Do this before there is an issue in order for it to be productive.   

-Getting insurance is highly recommended. 

- Power School is a fluid system.  It is important for parents and students to not 
get to caught up in the updates. It can be very stressful and it’s important to keep 
things balanced.  

-Power Schools is like a report card; keeps track of grades.  Ebackpack is like an 
agenda; keeps track of assignments. 

- Loaners are given to students to use in school.  They do not go home.  All of the 
material that is needed can be seen on a home computer or other device; don't 
need I-Pad to access it. 

Principal’s Report- (Shelagh McGinn) Thank you for helping create a great school and 

community. Fall fundraiser is a lot of fun- please come.  PTA does great things like pay 
for new water fountains, robotics and ices for field day.  The opening of school went 
well.  School is trying to organize a school wide effort to help in Texas.  Middle school 
can be difficult.  Teachers and staff are there to help students and families.  Golden Rule 
is followed in the building.  Ms. McGinn also asked that parents support the policy of no 
texting parents from school.  Students need to go to the nurse if they do not feel 
well.  She mentioned that there are some great field trip and assemblies that are being 
planned and will be announced at a later date.  
Motion to Adjourn- Made by Tracey Reisert, seconded by Maria Yarris. Unanimously 

approved. 


